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INTRODUCTION

"The bizarre Hatfull" (Penguin Dictionary of Surnames)

"A curious looking corruption of Hatfield" (Bardsley)


I have tried to put into this book all that i have discovered about the Hatfulls of Deptford, a little about the times in which they lived, and as many of their descendants as possible. it has been a labour of love, which I hope may be continued, and while I have made every effort to be accurate I should welcome corrections and, of course, new information.


Hatfield, meaning a field of heather, is a place name in several English counties and was used as a surname, spelled in many different ways, long before this story begins. An early example is found in London in 1329. However, the first known use of Hatfull is found in Kent and the family could have originated there or might have been among those who moved eastward from London to escape the plague, or after the Great Fire. A more romantic suggestion is that the name arose in Cornwall where wreckers filled their hats with booty, but no certain explanation can be given and it seems quite likely that it was adopted by one man in the early eighteenth century and we must be content, for the present, to start the story there.

Please note that -


There is a tree of the first three generations at the centre of the book.


Before 1837 a date of birth is not always to be found and I have used the date of baptism, which usually followed soon after.


After 1837 the place names I have given are sometimes those of the new Registration Districts. For instance, a wedding in Peckham would have been registered in the District of Camberwell and the actual address will not be known to me unless I have purchased a copy of the certificate.


I have omitted details of living persons.


A copy of this book, together with the research, will be lodged with the Society of Genealogists in London.


My apologies to the Hatfull daughters, whose marriages and children could not be included, and my thanks to all members of the family who kindly sent valuable information in reply to my enquiries. Grateful acknowledgements of help also to the staffs of



The Public Record Office.



The General Register Office.



The Greater London Record Office Archives and Photographic Library.



The Greenwich Local History Library, 'Woodlands', Blackheath.



The Lewisham Local History Library, 'The Manor House', Lee.



The London Borough of Lewisham Library Service, Information Office and








Superintendent of Cemeteries.



The Probate Registry, Somerset House.



The Guildhall Library, London.



The Society of Genealogists



Poole and Parkstone Public Libraries, Dorset.



The Royal College of Surgeons.



The Vicars of St Nicholas and St Paul, Deptford.



The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths.



The Worshipful Company of Ironmongers.



The British Library.



Trinity House



The British Consulate, Naples, Italy.



Societa Napoletana di Storia Patria, Naples.



Allied Polymer Group.



Cow Proofings Limited.



The City Solicitor, York.



The County Record Offices for Essex, Kent, Hereford & Worcester, and Hertfordshire.



And to my husband, John, who endured all of this for three years, advised and edited, and gave encouragement and two typewriters.

Freda D Neale

October 1983

Sey forth thy tale, and tarie nat the tyme.

Lo, Depeford! .....It were al tyme thy tale to biginne.

The Reeve's Prologue,

from Chaucer's Canterbury Tales

THE HATFULLS OF DEPTFORD
1.
On 20th April 1736 James Hatfull, son of George Hatfull a blacksmith of Deptford, was baptised at the parish church of St Nicholas.

2.
Deptford, beside the creek where the river Ravensbourne flows into the Thames, is today part of Greater London. At that time it was one of the larger towns of Kent, its past rich in naval history. The Royal Dockyard which had become important for both shipbuilding and victualling had been founded by Henry VIII and in 1521 his now famous Mary Rose had lain 'in the pond at Deptford beside the storehouse there'. By 1736 the town had increased in size to accommodate the growing number of men employed in the yards.

3.
The old church of St Nicholas, whose history dates from the eleventh century, had been rebuilt retaining the tower from the Middle Ages. In August 1699 the diarist John Evelyn, who had lived at Sayes Court nearby, noted 'At Deptford, they had been building a pretty new church'. However, the work was 'performed so ill' that less than twenty years later major repairs had to be undertaken.

4.
The parish Vestry, a committee which met in the vestry of the church, administered local affairs and the minutes of these meetings together with the Churchwardens' and Overseers' accounts provide a detailed description of life in Deptford and, with the parish registers, are the principal source for the first hundred years of the Hatfull story. To study these records is truly to step back in time. The parish of St Nicholas was able to afford a Clerk and, two centuries later, the researcher is grateful for writing which is easy to read.

5.
Regrettably, no record has yet been found of George Hatfull's baptism and burial, but the marriage register for St Nicholas shows his wife to have been Mary Dobson. The ceremony was on 16th March 1734 and she was most probably the Mary Dobson born on 13th February 1711, daughter of John Dobson smith of Grove Street Deptford, although no details of either party are given in the register. However, George's signature may be seen on several documents and his life can be described through the records of baptism of his children and of the work he did for the parish.

6.
He must have been born at the beginning of the eighteenth century, some fifty years after the plague of 1665/1666 and the Great Fire of London, but where? His marriage in Deptford is the first instance I have found of the name Hatfull and it is possible that he was the first to adopt the name, a variation of Hatfield. This history will show that all Hatfulls for whom it has been possible to make a complete genealogical record are directly descended from him.

7.
As we begin the story we must picture George in Deptford, a respected citizen and craftsman, able to write and concerned that his children should be literate. The blacksmith was an important member of the community, making tools and equipment for other trades in addition to supplying public and domestic needs. Occasionally people might still consult him about their health - a practice dating from the thirteenth century when blacksmiths were also the official tooth-drawers. For more than eighty years George and his descendants lived in the streets around the church of St Nicholas. The lanes which he knew across the fields are to be seen on a map of 1741/5 and some can still be traced in the roads of today. An illustrated map dated 30th July 1753, which has larger detail and includes an interesting elevation of the dockyard and some of the neighbouring houses, shows King Street where George and his family lived in Wrights Alley. The street, which is seen to be lined on both sides with little houses, each with a yard at the back, is now known as Watergate Street. In George's time it led to the Upper Watergate and although none of the small houses of King Street have survived, steps at the Watergate are still to be found leading down to the Thames, and an old house stands beside them over-looking the river.

8.
An Ordnance Survey map of 1894 to 1896 still shows the old streets but in 1896 there was much clearance in the area when the new Creek Road was built. In particular, Flagon Row (later renamed Wellington Street) where the Hatfulls had lived a century before was lost. The old houses can be seen in photographs taken by Mr Thankfull Sturdee, a Deptford man whose unusual name deserves to be remembered for, before conservation became fashionable, he put together in 1895 a pictorial record of "Reminiscences of Old Deptford'. Towards the end of his life he gave his collection of negatives to Deptford Borough Library and from these the London Borough of Lewisham has published "One Man's Deptford' which has views of the houses and shops, often weatherboarded, of Flagon Row and of the houses of Deptford Green which were demolished to make way for the power station, unhappily sited behind the church.

9.
In both 1740 and 1741 George was paid more than £6 by the churchwardens for items he had made for the parish and this must have represented a considerable amount of work. Possibly by way of a confirmation that he was now a valued member of the community he was in December 1741 nominated as one of two Highway Surveyors, the parish vestry being responsible for the upkeep of the roads and bridges.

10.
At a public Vestry on 5th September 1745 he was asked to make a pair of iron gates for the south west corner of the churchyard. The contract (the full text of which can be found at the end of this book) gives the specifications and the price of 'four pence a pound, the scrole work and all to be weighed in' which had been agreed. His work was satisfactory to the Vestry committee and in November of the same year a further contract on the same terms was agreed for gates on the north side of the churchyard. Neither pair are now in existence but when those at the south west corner were replaced in 1876 the original scroll work above them was retained. There are glimpses of the north gates in photographs taken by Mr Sturdee before 1887 and the scroll work of those at the south west corner can be seen in photographs of 1931. George's design has been used for the cover of this book. It is fortunate that the contracts have been preserved for although in the eighteenth century many blacksmiths made decorative ironwork their names are largely unknown. The gates are also recorded, with his name, in Hasted's History of Kent, published in 1886.

11.
Following the success of his gates, George appears as a signatory to the minutes of the Boxing Day Vestry of 1745. In 1746 and 1748 he was chosen to be one of the sidesmen at the church and at these two Vestries he also signed the minutes. In 1749 he subscribed a guinea (£1.05) towards the Organ Fund, the expected donation from a moderately substantial parishioner, the Vicar and the grander members of the community giving two guineas each and the younger, or less affluent, half a guinea. George was afterwards paid 6/- (30p) from the fund for smith's work he had done for the organ.

12.
The Vestry minutes and Overseers' accounts show that over the years he made locks, keys and heaters for the workhouse and other unspecified items for which only the payment is recorded, but he seems to have undertaken no further official appointments and his contributions to parish life were those of his skills as a smith.

13.
George's ten children were baptised at St Nicholas, the ceremonies mostly being performed by the delightfully named Reverend Thomas Anguish who was vicar there for twenty five years. The children were named James, George, Mary, Thomas, John, William, William, Ann, Edward and Sarah. At the time it was customary to give one Christian name only and when an infant died its name would be used again for a later child. It was not unknown for three living children of a family to have the same name, the older ones being thought sickly and likely to die and the father wishing to ensure that his Christian name would be borne by a son. Lack of knowledge in matters of hygiene led to an extremely high infant mortality rate and, medical attention being of a most primitive nature, young adults died too. Unfortunately this was so in George's family. His sons John, Thomas and William died in April, May and June of 1747 and, although this would not have been unusual at the time, the parents' grief can be imagined. The daughter Sarah, baptised in 1755, died unmarried in 1782. Nevertheless, many of the early Hatfulls were tenacious of life and some, including George's second son, having survived the perils of their youth lived on into their seventies and eighties.

14.
Three of George's four surviving sons are known to have married. They, too, followed the blacksmith's trade and had probably served an apprenticeship with their father though their names do not appear in the apprentice index for those years and it was more likely to have been a more unofficial arrangement.

15.
James, whose baptism at St Nicholas begins this story, and his brother William held between them from 1766 to 1806 the positions of Overseer and of Governor and Director of the Poor of the parish. Their younger brother Edward served as Overseer for two years only. The Overseers of the Poor were chosen from the churchwardens and more substantial householders and were appointed annually by the Justices of the Peace to collect a Poor Rate and distribute the money wherever need was found. Life in Deptford in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries seems to have been reasonably comfortable for the Hatfulls but around them was much poverty, as elsewhere in England at the time, and in the absence of a central organisation to deal with the massive problem the Poor Laws, which dated from the reign of Elizabeth I, required each parish to care for its own unemployed, sick, aged and orphans. Because of the terms of the Poor Laws one of the main functions of the Overseer was to ensure that his parish did not become responsible for the relief of more poor persons than was necessary and by various means pauper children, orphans, unmarried pregnant women and persons who had not acquired 'settlement' in the parish would be passed on to the other parishes so that the obligation to provide relief was avoided.

16.
The St Nicholas parish workhouse was on the site of John Evelyn's Sayes Court and there work was made available to the unemployed, raw materials bought by the parish being processed there. A later act allowed parishes to combine and the jointly run workhouses with their more severe conditions became known in Victorian times as the much-feared 'Union'. The earlier St Nicholas workhouse, seen in one of Mr Sturdee's 'Reminiscences' in 1871 when it had been converted into almshouses, appears as a charming row of cottages but it would not have been viewed so favourably in the days when the Hatfulls were Overseers. We must hope that they were among the more compassionate, for the laws were often interpreted in a callous and inhumane manner. Unfortunately (or perhaps fortunately) the Hatfull Overseers' accounts are not available, apart from three items for the year 1767, but examples of payments made at the time of the beginning of this story can be given. In 1730 a man was paid £2.8.6 (£2.42) for taking as apprentice 'Ann Sise, being of very small stature and very weak and infirm'. In 1732 2/- (10p) was paid for a quart of wine for a man 'ill of the spotted fever'. In 1736 3/- was given to 'a man and his wife and three children for lodging and victuals' and 6d paid 'for lodging a poor woman and her child at the Black Lion'.

17.
James was first nominated for appointment as Overseer at the age of thirty and continued to hold important offices in local administration. On 6th April 1779, being 'one of the most substantial and discreet persons' residing within the parish, he was appointed a Commissioner of the Court of Requests 'of the Hundreds of Blackheath of Bromley and Beckenham of Rokesly, otherwise Bexley, and of Little and Lessness in the county of Kent.' This was a kind of small claims court and the Hundreds were still the same areas which had been described in Domesday, the strangely named Little and Lessness being derived from Litelai and Loisnes, and today remembered in the name of Lesnes Park to the east of Woolwich. James' brother William was appointed to the same office from 1802 to 1807.

18.
A printed notice of 1st February 1792 listed contributions made by parishioners towards the cost of whitewashing and painting the church and repairing the organ. James and William each gave a guinea and James' son, also James, gave half a guinea. But there are no further references to James senior who died aged fifty seven in 1793. He had married for a second time after the death of Ann and his will reveals that he had lived in a comfortably furnished three-storeyed house, owning many pieces of silverware which he shared between his wife Mary and his seven children.

19.
William's service to the parish was no less impressive. He, too, held office for many years, continuing after James' death the role of Governor and Director of the Poor and of Commissioner to the Court of Requests. In 1791 and 1793 he also signed the Vestry minutes as Constable. As will be seen, he and his family lived for a time in Flagon Row which was photographed a century later by Mr Sturdee.

20.
James junior also held Poor Law offices for some years. In 1788 the churchwardens' accounts show that he was paid £7.13.0. for smith's work, but no details are given.

21.
William and James junior were present in July 1794 at a public Vestry which affords us a glimpse of controversy within the parish. A churchwarden, Mr George Hutton, had called the meeting to express his dissatifaction with the conduct of the Vestry clerk. The resolution which was passed referred to the calling of the meeting as 'frivolous and vexatious' and found no basis for the charges made. It was signed by William and James among many parishioners, those who were unable to write making their 'mark'.

22.
In addition to parochial affairs consideration was given to affairs of national importance. In the aftermath of the French Revolution Britain was at war. In 1795 James signed the minutes at a Vestry at which it was decided 'to offer £20 a head to five men who will volunteer to serve in His Majesty's Navy'. These were the days when the press-gangs would seize men to crew the ships and in three days in 1790 a total of more than two thousand had been taken in London. Conditions on board were unbelievably bad and pay was usually long overdue, circumstances which explain the lack of volunteers and which led, at length, to the mutiny at Spithead in 1797.

23.
In that year a letter, headed 'Lloyds Coffee House' and dated 30th November, was received by the Vicar and churchwardens thanking them for a contribution of £70 which had been subscribed in the parish towards the relief of wounded survivors and the widows and orphans of those who had been killed in the recent successful engagement between Admiral Lord Duncan and the Dutch fleet on 11th October at Camperdown.

24.
A year later a public Vestry was held to discuss 'assisting voluntary contributions at the Bank for supporting the Government against our implacable enemies'. A book was opened in the vestry for contributions from those who wished to help 'defend their native country and preserve their religion, laws and liberty'. william gave two guineas and James gave five and witnessed the document. A total of £307.1.6. was collected.

25.
Further attention was given to local matters at a Vestry in February 1800 when the ruinous state of the watch house and of the wall of the burying ground in Flagon Row was discussed. William's youngest child was born in 1796 when the family were living in Flagon Row, near the church and they continued there until at least 1807 so William would have had a personal interest in the condition of the collapsing wall. However the matter was not resolved for several years, a dwarf wall with iron railings being planned for the burial ground in 1805 and an order that the watch house be demolished being given in 1806. James, who had become an Overseer in 1799, was at the earlier meeting but there are no records of his participation in parish affairs after 1803 when he was Governor and Director of the Poor. William continued to serve until 1809 after which his connection, too, ceased. The reason for this may possibly have been that in September of that year an investigation had been made into the management of the churchwardens' accounts for the past twenty years. There was no adverse mention of the Hatfulls but William's moderate expenditure for the years 1788 to 1790, when he had been a churchwarden, was shown in an analysis which was compiled and it may have been that the implied lack of trust led him to resign his part in Vestry affairs. William, however, was now in his sixty second year, a good age at the time, and may have been incapacitated by ill-health. He was not, however, to die until 1816.

26.
George's second son, George, born in 1737, has not yet been mentioned. Dissatisfaction with the established Church of England had given rise to several dissenting or Non-conformist bodies and George left the parish church for the Independent church in Butt Lane, now Deptford High Street. It must not, however, be assumed that he severed entirely his connection with St Nicholas for at the time dissenters might still attend their parish church, their children might be baptised there and they were required to be married there, although this was not always done. In fact George's daughter Ann was baptised in 1763 at the church of St Paul, Deptford (of which more later), six more children were baptised at St Nicholas and three at the Independent church.

27.
A proposition the the name Hatfull may have arisen from mis-reading or mis-pronunctiation of Hatfield is given reinforcement by the fact that the baptism at St Paul was recorded in the name of Hatfield while those at Butt Lane were shown as 'Hatfield (Hatfull?)' and 'Hatfield?' showing the confusion in the mind of the Minister or Clerk. Unhappily, seven of the children died. all were buried at St Nicholas in the name of Hatfull.

28.
Edward, born in 1751 and the first George's youngest son, is something of a mystery. He is known to have served as Overseer of the Poor in 1782 and 1783 but no further references have been found until his death in 1829, aged 77, in the workhouse at Deptford. Mary Hatfull who died two years earlier, at the age of seventy five, at New Cross Road, Deptford was almost certainly his wife and perhaps there was no one to care for him after her death. This seems strange as among his relatives living nearby were a surgeon, of whom much more later, and a member of the Deptford Benevolent Institution.

29.
The Deptford Benevolent Institution for Educating Youth was established in 1802. The subscriptions paid by the members were used to provide education for promising boys from poor homes. Charity schools were in existence but few were able to attend them and free elementary education for all would not come until the end of the century. In January 1803 an appeal for more subscribers was distributed to the public. At that date fifteen children were 'educating' and nineteen more were waiting but finances were inadequate and it would be possible to admit only three of the nineteen. The printed notice described the aims of the Institution and listed the original subscribers, among whom were William, James junior, Robert his brother and Benjamin of the dissenting family. Subscriptions were also recorded from Edward, Mrs Edward (the record of their marriage has not yet been discovered) and a Miss Hatfull and it is almost certain that this was the Edward of the previous paragraph. When life members were elected in 1809, however, no Hatfulls were among them. The Institution flourished and the minutes for 1824 show that Mr R Hatfull recommended George Goalen aged eight and three quarters, son of a shipwright, for education. Those for 1830 record that Mr G Hatfull was elected to the committee for the ensuing year. This would have been George, son of William, who by trade was a confectioner and pastry cook. The text of the notice of January 1803 will be found at the end of this book.

We have seen that the first George's sons, James, George, William, and probably Edward, married:


James, married to Ann Flaxmore* had six sons and two daughters:



George
baptised 1761 died aged one year



James
     "
     1763 married Martha Pitts



Robert
     "        1764 married Charlotte Knight



Fanny
     "        1766 married 1.George Hatfull








       2. John Baylis



Elizabeth          "        1768 unmarried



William
     "        1769 married 1. Sarah Crane







                 2. Mary Keeling



Edward
     "        1772 



Samuel
     "        1775 married 1. Sarah Challis








       2. Ann Macavoy

(* The name Flaxmore will appear as a Christian name later on.)


It must be noted here that the record at St Nicholas of the burial of James' son George in 1762 was made in the name of Hatfeild. Two months earlier the same register shows the burial of a william Hatfeild, a labourer of King Street, and the inevitable question arises as to whether he too may have been a Hatfull, misspelt, or perhaps one of the original family from which the Hatfulls - possibly initiated by George - had come. No other Hatfields or Hatfeilds have been found in the parish.

Continuing with the first George's family:


His son George, married to Ann, had four sons and seven daughters:



Ann

baptised 1763  died 1765



George
      "       1764  died 1764



George
      "       1766  married Francis Hatfull



Ann

      "       1767  died 1771



Catherine          "       1769  died 1770



Mary

      "       1770  died 1775



Catherine
      "       1771  



Charlotte
      "       1773  married Joseph Jacob



Joseph
      "       1776  died 1777



Mary

      "       1777  died 1777



Benjamin
      "       1778  married Margaret Gathercole



(This marriage might refer to George and Frances' son Benjamin baptised in 1797, but the above is more likely).


William, married to Mary, had six sons and four daughters:



Sally

baptised 1778  died 1780



Mary

      "       1780  married Edward Roach Elderton



William
      "       1782  married 1. Harriet Elcock








        2. Elizabeth Parry



Alexander
      "       1785  died 1788




Saunders



Sarah

      "       1786  married Willliam Smith



Robert
      "       1788  married Sarah Stringer



John

      "       1790  married 1. Esther








        2. Mary Ann Ives



Alexander
      "       1792  died 1794



Harriot
      "       1794  married James Morley



George
      "       1796  died 1849 ?unmarried



Alexander Saunders was given his mother's maiden name as a second Christian name. In the Hatfull records this is the first occasion when a surname is found to be used in this way, although it was soon to become quite usual.

30.
From this point the tree of George's descendants becomes increasingly complex. Each branch will now be described separately showing, whenever possible, the descent from each of his grandsons until modern times, and it is hoped that the reader will not be too confused by the repetition of Christian names in the different generations, a practice which has now sadly died out. By the beginning of the nineteenth century some where moving away and gradually Hatfulls spread all over the world, however they were still to be found in Deptford two hundred years after George's marriage to Mary Dobson.

31.
In 1786 the first son of James Hatfull and Martha, and great grandson of George was baptised James Flaxmore. This second Christian name, it may be remembered, came from his grandmother Ann Flaxmore and for more than one hundred and thirty years it was carried down through the generations. I could wish it still in use for I like to see such continuity in a family. 

32.
In April 1812 this first James Flaxmore Hatfull, a blacksmith, married Sophia Cox at St Mary, Rotherhithe. The baptism of their son, James Flaxmore has not yet been found but his marriage certificate and his age at death indicate that he was born in the year 1815/16. He became a brass founder and in 1837 he married Elizabeth Esther Gosling, the daughter of a brass founder, at Christ Church, Spitalfields in London. The church was one of fifty which in the reign of Queen Anne which had been ordered to be built to serve the growing population of London and the wedding was the first Hatfull marriage to be recorded under the new law which required civil registration of all births, marriages and deaths.

33.
By 1843, when a son was born and named after his father, James Flaxmore and Elizabeth Esther had moved to the Registration District of Portsea Island in Hampshire. james had almost certainly gone there to work in the Portsmouth dockyard. The yards at Deptford were running down and at that time were being used only for breaking up men of war, although ships were to be built there again before the final closure in 1869. By 1849 the couple had moved on to Chatham in Kent where again James must have found work in the dockyard. They lived in Ordnance Place, close to the house in which Charles Dickens had spent part of his childhood.

34.
At Portsea they had in 1847 a son Francis John. he became a printer and married twice, in 1869 and, his wife Louisa Martin the daughter of a dispenser having died, again in 1880. His sons from his second marriage, Francis Monk Hatfull and Charles James Monk Hatfull, adopted the surname Hatfould which had been taken by their mother who had separated from her husband. Francis John Hatfull died in 1922 and his son Charles James Monk Hatfould, whose son continues the use of this surname, died in 1952.

35.
 The first son born to James Flaxmore and Elizabeth Esther at Portsea having died in infancy, the names James Flaxmore were given to a son born at Chatham on 1st April 1851. He married Harriet Bowmer in 1872 and shortly afterwards they moved to the north of England, the birth of their first son Henry Edward having been registered in 1875 in the district of Tynemouth where, again, the dockyards must have provided a source of work. The family had, however, returned to the Medway district of Kent by 1879.

36.
Henry Edward, who became a blacksmith, married Ada Caroline Potter on 15th October 1898 at the parish church of Erith in Kent. they had eight daughters and four sons, the eldest of whom, Henry John born in 1900, became an engineer and when his father died in 1944 was granted Letters of Administration of his estate. Most of Henry Edward's daughters married, as did his sons. The children, grandchildren and great grandchildren of the second son, James Edward born in 1901, live in England but it is believed that the youngest son Stanley Albert, born in 1912, went to Australia.

37.
In 1889 James Flaxmore and Harriet's youngest son was named after his father, one hundred and three years after the names were first given at St Nicholas, Deptford, and it is pleasant to be able to relate that he returned to the area, marrying Ellen Datson in 1911 in the registration district of Greenwich, in which part of Deptford was now included. They had three sons, one of them John Flaxmore being the last to bear the name. He and a brother married in the borough, both afterwards moving eastwards to Kent where their families now live. the third son remained in Greenwich living close to the Thames from the bank of which, across the southernmost curve of its great loop around the Isle of Dogs, can be seen the Upper Watergate and Deptford Creek.

38.
James Flaxmore, born 1815/16, whose children included Francis John, born 1847, and James Flaxmore, born 1851, (the descendants of both of whom have been described) also had in 1862 a son Henry Edward, his youngest child. Henry Edward became an uncle at the age of thirteen when his namesake, the son of his brother and Harriet, was born in 1875. This younger Henry Edward's family is described above

39.
The older Henry Edward, born in 1862, became a soldier and is known to have served in Ireland. His father James Flaxmore died at Gillingham in Kent in 1888 and after a considerable delay Henry Edward, now described as Harry Hatfull of Dalton's Hotel, Bull Street, Birmingham, a Licensed Victualller, was granted in 1895 Letters of Administration of the Estate, valued at £85. In 1892 he had married at St Mary's Chuirch, Lichfield, Lucy Maria Quantrill the daughter of a pork butcher who had a shop near the Cathedral there, and Henry Edward and Lucy founded a branch of the Hatfull family in the Midlands. Of their six sons and four daughters, a son and a daughter died in infancy. The surviving children all married. the eldest son, Walter Henry C, born in 1893, married and settled in France where he was employed by the War Graves Commission after the First World War. In the Second World War, having been caught in the German advance, he was sent to an internment camp for the duration, marrying afterwards in Marylebone in 1947 a second French wife and returning to live in France. His brothers and sisters remained in England, and their families, and the great grandchildren of Henry Edward and Lucy, live in the north of England, the Midlands and the Home Counties.


This concludes the known descent from James Flaxmore Hatfull, born 1786, great grandson of George.

40.
A younger brother of this James Flaxmore was Edward, born in 1799. He became an engineer, for those were the early days of steam engines, and married Sarah Ann. Their first son, Edward James was born in 1823 and he, too, became an engineer. He married Jane Hunter, the daughter of a labourer, at St Mary, Lambeth, on 21st May 1845 and their first son, Edward James was born on 10th September 1845 and a second son, Robert Alfred, on 6th May 1847. Shortly afterwards, Edward and Jane took their children to Italy where they lived in Naples and Edward was employed in the Pattison shipyard at Castellammare di Stabia across the bay. Family legend relates that he worked on the steam yacht of the King of Naples in the years before the Risorgimento. As will be seen there are Hatfulls still in Naples and in the mid-1950's it was reported from Castellammare to a member of the family that the name Hatfull had been found on the keel of an old ship which was being broken up.

41.
The death of a son Alfred at the age of three months was registered at the British Consulate in Naples in 1857. In 1865 the death of Edward James' father, Edward, who had probably been paying his son a visit, was also registered there and in the same year Stephen Hatfull, the grandfather of the writer of this history, was born in Naples. The date is known only from his marriage certificate which gives his date of birth as 1865 and the name of his father as Edward James, for neither his nor Alfred's births were registered at the Consulate.

42.
There are in existence photographs, taken in Naples, of Edward James senior, and his wife Jane and of their son Edward James. They are not dated but there is a strong probability that the year was 1876 when Edward senior was 53 years old and Edward junior 31 and that the photographs were to be remembrances, for in that year Edward senior and Jane returned to England with Robert and Stephen, then probably aged eleven. Edward junior, who had married an Italian girl, Rosa Siviero, and is said to have kept a shop which sold ironmongery and fishing tackle, stayed in Naples. Their five children were born between 1867 and 1885 but were registered at the British Consulate in two batches in 1873 and 1887. The 1887 registrations were made by Rosa 'Gratis on grounds of destitution' and this unhappy state of affairs had undoubtedly been brought about by the early death in 1885 of her husband. These appear to be the last children to be registered with British nationality and today most of their Italian descendants are to be found in Naples. after Edward senior and Jane's return to England with Robert and Stephen there seem to have been no further visits to Italy and the english and Italian branches lost contact.

43.
In London, and now living in the district of his birth, Edward senior was a witness at Stephen's marriage to Julia Martha Raven, daughter of Ernest Augustus Theodore Raven a watchmaker, at the recently built church of St Luke in Evelyn Street, Deptford, on 24th May 1890. Edward died two years later, his son Robert being present at the death. Jane purchased a plot in Brockley Cemetery, London, and here Edward's grave may still be seen.

44.
At the time of their marriage both Stephen and Julia Martha were living in Evelyn Street, a thoroughfare which follows the line of the old Broom Field where the first George's sons George and William lived between 1766 and 1794. Stephen, who was an engineer, and his family of three sons and a daughter continued to live in this area until 1918. The daughter Winifred, who married Frederick Ward in 1918, became the mother of three daughters, the eldest of them being the writer. Frederick was in the Royal Navy and often away at sea for years at a time so Winifred and her daughters lived with her parents, for a short while in Brockley and then until 1935 in Deptford. Julia Martha, even as late as the beginning of the 1920's , as her trade card shows, specialised in cleaning, curling and altering ostrich feathers. Earlier, Stephen had travelled across London each day in style, wearing a frock coat and top hat to go to his work in Kew, and had taken part in the performance given by massed choirs at the Crystal Palace. There were a few mementoes of his childhood, among them a hymn book and New Testament in Italian and he would tell of the eruption of Vesuvius, which he had probably seen in 1872, and of how the molten lava had piled up against and eventually destroyed the houses.

45.
Stephen and Julia Martha's second son, Horace, did not marry. Their sons Stanley and Leonard held positions in Lloyds of London which had originated at Lloyds Coffee House, mentioned above in connection with the appeal after Admiral Duncan's victory of 1797. In 1774 Lloyds had moved to the Royal Exchange, though still retaining their old name, and it was interesting to discover that this move had been made under the guidance of John Julius Angerstein, in whose house 'Woodlands', now the Greenwich Local History Library, researches were made for this story. Stanley and Leonard married and each had three children, one of whom has in retirement taken Holy Orders. These cousins of the writer, who have kindly contributed their own reminiscences, are all married and all live in England, with the exception of Leonard's daughter who has made her home in the USA. Some of their children, Stephen and Julia Martha's great-grandchildren, are also married.


Stephen died in 1931 and Julia Martha continued to live in Deptford until her death in 1949. They are both, together with Horace, buried in the family grave in Brockley Cemetery.

46.
In 1975 Signor Roberto Hatfull, an officer in the Italian Air Force and great great-grandson of Edward James senior, made some effort to discover more about his English origins and relations but at this time Edward James was the earliest known. Recently (1983) the writer met him in Italy and this exciting occasion was very probably the first meeting between the English and Italian descendants for more than a century. Signor Roberto was able to provide much interesting information including testimonials for artistic restoration work undertaken by his grandfather, Roberto, son of Edward junior, in churches in Naples and a convent in Caserta. Most exciting of all were the photographs, mentioned above, of our mutual English forbears.

47.
Edward and Sarah Ann's second son, Alfred Robert, was born in 1825. He became a wheelwright and married on 9th April 1848 at St John's Church, Waterloo, Eliza Causton daughter of William Causton, a carpenter. Their son William Henry, born on Christmas Day 1849, who followed his father's trade, married on 27th August 1871 at the Pancras Register Office in London Esther Berk, the daughter of a furrier of Polish origin, Lewis Berk.

48.
William Henry and Esther's son Lewis Edward, born 1876, was among the troops with General Sir Redvers Buller at the relief of Ladysmith during the Boer War. In 1902 he married Rose Amy Scott, who came from Kent, at St Paul's Church, Cliftonville, Margate, and they set up home in Stoke Newington, London. They had a daughter and four sons, the second being given Redvers as one of his Christian names, commemorating his father's service with the General. Lewis Edward returned to service with the Army during the First World War and was commissioned in the Royal Irish Rifles. In 1916 his youngest son was given as his second Christian name Joffre, that of the Commander in Chief of the French Army at the time. Lewis Edward and Rose Amy have one grandson, who is married.

49.
Lewis Edward's brothers Charles Sidney, born in 1878, and Edgar Alfred, born in 1882, emigrated to Canada and to America. Charles Sidney had been in Canada before the First World War but had returned to England to serve in the Army. He married Margaret Henrietta Stillwell in 1916 and they had a son Douglas in England before leaving to make their home permanently in Canada, where they had two daughters. These children all married and Douglas, who died in 1977, and his wife Thelma had a daughter and two sons, one now married. These children, it is interesting to see, share the skills in engineering and the arts which are a feature of the branch of the Hatfull family wjhich is descended from Edward and Sarah Ann.

50.
Edgar Alfred, who had married in England in 1907, spent the rest of his life in New York. His married son, Edgar, lives in America and it is believed that there are grandchildren, but no details are as yet known.

51.
In Camden Town, London, in 1864 Alfred Robert and Eliza had a son Edward Arthur, the younger brother of William Henry. There is some confusion over the spelling of Eliza's surname which is given on her marriage certificate as Canstor or Causton and on Edward Arthur's birth certificate as Costin. Edward Arthur served in the Army Service Corps and the births of some of his children, in addition to having been registered in the district of Camberwell, are recorded in the Regimental register. Three sons, George Alfred born in 1898, Alfred John born in 1899, and Charles Edward born in 1902, married and had children. The latter's son John, now lives in the USA and his son is the only known great-grandson of Edward Arthur.

52.
At this point must be included Henry Thomas, whose descendants form a substantial branch of the Hatfulls which has remained throughout London. He was undoubtedly the son of Edward and Sarah Ann and brother of Edward James and Alfred Robert, although this has to be proved conclusively as his baptism has not yet been found. Henry Thomas' marriage certificate of 1850 shows him to be 'of full age' and gives the name of his father as Edward Hatfull, engineer. His death at the age of fifty two in 1883 would suggest his year of birth as 1830/31, but this is, of course, before civil registration and the parish of his baptism has yet to be discovered.

53.
Henry Thomas, who is variously described as a potter, a general labourer and a kilnburner, married Jane Soundy the daughter of a shoemaker at St John's Church, Waterloo, on 13th January 1850 and the descendants of their son Charles William can be traced to the present day. Charles William's birth certificate of 1855 gives his name as Charlstrom William, but the first name has been struck through by the Registrar and appears to have been separated into Charls Trom. But this was wrong. Correctly it was Charlestrom, the unusual surname of his grandmother Sarah Ann - wife of Edward born in 1799 - whose ?nordic origins have yet to be discovered. He, however, called himself Charles William. He became a potter, following his father's trade, and married Eleanor Maria Brooker at the church of St James the Great in the Bethnal Green Road on 10th June 1878 and they had a large family, as did their eldest son William Charles who married Lena Eliza Devon in 1900.

54.
William Charles and Lena's four sons, Charles Alfred John, Henry, Edward and William Charles all married in London and the births of the children were registered there. Seven sons are known to have married and it is particularly pleasing that their children, the fifth generation and great great great-grandchildren of Henry Thomas and Jane, were also born in London, for Deptford has been part of London for almost a century and, in spite of the first George's unknown origin, the Hatfulls are essentially a London family and it appears that this is the only branch to have continued to live there from the early days of the family history.


This concludes the known, and presumed, descent from Edward, born 1799, great grandson of George.

55.
Robert, born 1764, and William, born 1769, grandsons of George, have no known male Hatfull descendants. Robert, who was a smith, married Charlotte and the baptisms of two daughters are recorded. Charlotte died in 1808 and was buried at St Nicholas, Robert at the time being described as a Victualler. William, a blacksmith, married Sarah. they had three daughters and four sons, two of whom died in infancy. No descent from the other two is known.

56.
The youngest of the brothers, sons of James born 1736, was Samuel who was born in 1775. He became a bricklayer and married Ann. In 1842 their son Samuel married in the Registration District of Newington, to the east of Lambeth. After some years in Newington he and his family moved out to Camberwell, where his two youngest sons were born in 1853 and 1856. Camberwell at that time was still mainly rural although new building was spreading out from London at a great rate as the population grew. SAmuel's family remained in Camberwell for many years and in due course his sons William, Robert and John Albert, were married there.

57.
William, born 1847, married in 1877. He died in Peckham in 1893 and Letters of Administration were granted to his widow, Martha, who survived him by twenty years. They appear to have had no children.

58.
Robert, born 1853, married Sarah Carter at All Saints Church, Peckham, (in the Registration District of Camberwell) on 4th June 1876. Both Robert and his father were described as labourers and Sarah's father was a carman. Robert and Sarah had thirteen children, eleven of them born in Camberwell. Two died in the First World War and, shortly after the war ended, several emigrated to New Zealand and one to Canada. Most had already married in Camberwell but the two youngest to leave England married in New Zealand. Of these Florence Alice, who married Frederick Legg in 1920, is now the only surviving child of Robert and Sarah. Vieve, the widow of one of Robert and Sarah's grandchildren, living with her family in a small farming community, speaks glowingly of the emigrant Hatfulls who, in true pioneering spirit, lend a helping hand when needed.

59.
John Albert, born 1856, who was a barman, married Charlotte Ward the daughter of George Ward, a horse dealer, in Camberwell on 26th April 1880. They made their home there, as did their son John Albert who was born in 1884 and whose second wife Ethel died only recently at the age of ninety two. John Albert's son John Francis and three grandchildren were born in Camberwell, the latest of these in 1935. The family then continued in Kent, ending the long association with the Camberwell area, and John Albert senior's great-great-grandchildren live there today.


This concludes the known descent from Samuel, born in 1775, and the total known descent from James born in 1736, the son of George.

60.
It has been mentioned that a law of 1753 enforced the marriage of dissenters in their parish church, rather than the one they attended from choice. So George, born 1766, grandson of the first George, married his cousin Frances (also known as Fanny) at St Nicholas in 1787. the break from St Nicholas had begun with George's parents, George and Ann, whose last three children, Joseph, Mary and Benjamin, were baptised at Butt Lane Independent Church.

61.
Possibly the close relationship of Fanny and George was to blame, but only three of their eight children seem to have survived into adulthood and even that was not certain, the registers of Butt Lane becoming very sketchy at times. But the sad records of the children's baptisms and burials chart their parents' movements on both sides of the Thames during those years. The first three, Ann, George and George were baptised at Butt Lane. The addresses given at the burials of the first two, at the same church, show that at some time during the two and a half years that separated them the family had moved across the river to the parish of St John at Wapping. Their next child, whose baptism has not been found, was buried at Butt Lane in 1796 at the age of 3 years 3 months. From 1793 to 1799 four more were baptised at Old Gravel Lane Independent Church in Stepney. Of these two were also buried at Butt Lane as was George himself in 1800. So it would appear that all burials took place in Deptford.

62.
George died at the age of thirty-three. Three generations of his family were buried at Butt Lane, his father who died aged seventy eight in 1816, his mother Ann who predeceased her husband in 1791, George in 1800, his children, and his younger brother Benjamin who died aged fifty six in 1834. His is the last Hatfull burial found in the Butt Lane records, three years before civil records began in 1837.

63.
The latest descendants found in these Non-conformist records are two girls, born in the early years of the nineteenth century, and to date no direct descendants of George, grandson of George, are known in modern times.

64.
James and George's brother William, born 1747, married Mary Saunders in 1777 and, as we have already seen, they had ten children. Their eldest son William, born 1782, married twice. He is described in the London Directories as a locksmith and bell hanger, reminding us that bell-founding was an old established Kentish craft. His first marriage was to Harriet Elcock at St Mary, Marylebone, in 1806 when his father and cousin, both also named William, were witnesses. The two children of this marriage were baptised at St Mary's Church in Lewisham, a short distance from Deptford, and his second wife Elizabeth Parry came from that area. She and William were, however, married in 1834 at St Paul's, Deptford, of which more below, and afterwards made their home in the parish. William's sister Mary, his younger brother Robert the surgeon and his wife Sarah, and his son William John from the first marriage were witnesses to the wedding which must have been a very happy occasion. william and Elizabeth were together for thirty six years, he dying at the age of eighty seven in 1870 and she in 1875, aged eighty six. Having no children, Elizabeth left her very modest estate to a niece, Margaret Sanders.

65.
William John became a carpenter and married Amelia in Lambeth during the last quarter of 1837. Their first child, Edward, was born on 22nd March 1838 and, although he was baptised at St Paul's Church four weeks later, no civil registration was made. The other three children were baptised in Stepney and duly registered, Sadly, Amelia's son Thomas William, her husband, and the son named after him all died between 1858 and 1862. Amelia lived to be sixty three and Edward and his sister Martha Katherine Amelia, neither of whom married, lived until 1918.

66.
William and Mary's third son, Robert born 1788, who became a surgeon has already been briefly mentioned. In 1812 he married Sarah Stringer at Marylebone parish church and they had three sons and five daughters. The first of their children was baptised at St Nicholas but from 1815 onwards the family worshipped at the splendid church of St Paul, Deptford. Built to the designs of Thomas Archer it was another of the fifty new churches ordered in the reign of Queen Anne and had been completed in 1730, creating a second parish in Deptford. In the churchyard may still be seen a table tomb, its inscription a memorial to three of Robert and Sarah's children, Thomas and Elizabeth who died in young adulthood and William who died in infancy. For many years the family lived at 23 Union Street, which had been so named in 1707 to commemorate the Act of Union between England and Scotland and is now called Albury Street, where the handsome row of houses with intricately carved canopies above the doors can be seen.

67.
The St Paul's Vestry minutes show that Robert attended the meetings between 1820 and 1827. Among the matters discussed were the replacements for organists who had resigned in 1824 and in 1826. Robert is not, however, recorded as having undertaken service as Overseer etc., and this is probably because he was fully occupied with his own work and had paid a 'fine' to enable him to be exempted from these duties.

68.
A Vestry at St Paul's in 1821 finds an echo in the difficulties of today (1983). A petition which concerned the reduction of the dockyard at Deptford was discussed but the Vestry did not think it likely that any material alterations were likely to take place. They were wrong. By 1832 ' the breaking up of H.M. Dockyard, the almost entire cessation of shipbuilding, the stagnation of business on the River Thames, the want of employment for the working classes and the loss of trade experienced by shopkeepers and others have much increased the Poor Rates of this parish and lessened the ability of the parishioners to bear them', the text of a petition to Parliament. By the 1860's there were in the East End districts of London, which included Deptford and Greenwich, 'at least 15,000 workmen and their families in a state of utter destitution, and 3,000 skilled mechanics were breaking stones in the workhouse yard' for 3d (little more than 1p) and an allowance of food for each day's work.

69.
Surgery had become a profession, no longer the trade of the barber-surgeon, and the Royal College of Surgeons had been created in 1800. On 19th June 1829 robert became an M.R.C.S. and for more than twenty five years, during which he would have seen the birth of modern anaesthesia, was surgeon to the Royal Kent Dispensary. The Dispensary which had first been located at the Broadway, Deptford, was removed in 1855 to the Miller Hospital at Greenwich, a new building having been specially constructed. It had been founded by the Reverend Colin Milne, a Fellow of the Royal Society who had published a botanical dictionary.

70.
 The printed 'Records of the Miller Hospital and Royal Kent Dispensary', published by J Poland in 1893, show that Robert was Honorary Medical Officer of the Deptford district (for the Dispensary served a wide area of many districts) from 1828 to 1849. The London Medical Directory for 1853 describes him as 'twenty five years Surgeon to the Royal Kent Dispensary'. In 1839 he was the Medical Officer of Charity and in December 1840 he chaired a special meeting of the Medical Committee to discuss the division of medical duty in the Greenwich district. However, all was not well at the Dispensary and at the monthly meeting in January 1841 the declaration was made that 'We the undersigned members of the Medical Committee of the Royal Kent Dispensary, in consequence of the insults offered to us by the Monthly Committee and late General Meeting, consider that .... we can no longer continue our services, and therefore resign'. Robert was among the signatories, who were urged to reconsider their decision. Some did, in fact, resign but in February Robert signed a committee report and, as seen above, continued with the Dispensary until at least 1849, possibly 1853 or later for in 1856 he signed the minutes at a meeting there to discuss the formation of a Medical Society which would hold monthly meetings to exchange views on various aspects of medecine and surgery.

71.
At his daughter's wedding in 1858, when he signed as a witness, Robert's signature, hitherto splendidly bold, is seen to be shaky but the reason for this is not known and perhaps no great importance should be attached to it. At any rate, his last Will and Testament was not made until March 1861. He had become quite prosperous, owning shares in the Deptford Creek Bridge Company, and the Will (written by the lawyer, or his clerk, in the old legal hand and not easy to read) shows that he owned properties other than his own house. His death on 24th October 1867 at the age of seventy nine was recorded in the 'Times'.

72.
Robert died 'at his residence, 417 New Cross Road, Deptford' and twenty eight years later two of his daughters still lived there. Emma Rebecca was in 1895 one of the subscribers to Mr Sturdee's 'Reminiscences'. She had been born in 1828 and had during her lifetime seen much of old Deptford disappear, prompting, no doubt, her interest in his work. Two of her sisters had married brothers, the sons of John and Elizabeth Cow. Jane, who at the age of thirty three had married Charles Billing Cow, a master mariner, in 1858, had been widowed only ten years later. When she made her Will in 1895 her address was 417 New Cross Road and she died there in 1913 in her eighty ninth year. Emma Rebecca had died unmarried in 1909, aged eighty one.

73.
Their sister Sarah married at St Paul's, Deptford, on 11th November 1843 Peter Brusey Cow and this provides an interesting digression for he was an india-rubber manufacturer and his name is known today to all those who have used Cow Gum adhesive and to those whose lives depended on the Air Sea Rescue dinghies which were made by the Company during the Second World War. Peter Brusey and Sarah's son, Peter Brusey, expanded the family business and at his death  in 1916 his estate was valued at more than a quarter of a million pounds. His large and comfortable Victorian mansion 'Blenheim' stood in its own grounds at the edge of Streatham Common. It was staffed with chauffeurs for the motor cars, gardener and under-gardener and domestic servants, all of whom were remembered in his Will as were also his partner, friends, relations, and the clerks and foremen employed at the warehouse in Cheapside and the factory in Streatham. Among his specially cherished possessions were two family oil paintings which he hoped would be 'preserved in the male line of my family' and it is tantalising to speculate that these might have been portraits, one perhaps of his mother Sarah Hatfull. To date they have not been located.

74.
Robert's only surviving son, Robert, became a chemist and for some time worked with his father in Deptford and was, in due course, a beneficiary of his Will. In later years he left Deptford and lived in Bexley Heath in Kent. A childless widower when he died in 1891, Letters of Administration of his estate, valued at only £10, were granted to his sister Emma Rebecca but fifteen months later this decision was revoked in favour of a Mrs Isabella Saunders who had produced a Will dated 1879 naming her, 'my dear friend', as sole beneficiary. It is probably coincidence that this lady's married surname was the maiden name of Robert's grandmother.


From the above it will be seen that Robert the surgeon has no Hatfull descendants.

75.
Robert's younger brother John, born in 1790, married Esther. There address in 1817, when their first child was born, was Flagon Row where John's parents William and Mary had lived with their family, but from 1821 to 1830 their home was in Friendly Street, adjacent to Ashmead Road where, exactly a century later, the writer's family shared a house with Julia Martha and Stephen.

76.
The only evidence found to date of John's participation in parish affairs is that on 20th May 1818 at St Nicholas he signed the minutes at a Vestry at which 'frivolous charges' were again dismissed, made on this occasion against the sexton. John and Esther's three daughters were baptised at St Nicholas and two sons, George and John Edward at St Paul's Church.

77.
George, born in 1830, married Sophia Elizabeth. when he made his Will in 1912, having no surviving children, he named his wife and his nephew Arthur Hatfull, an engineer, as executors. John Edward, born in 1827, became an upholsterer and married Ann in 1866. Arthur may have been, at the time when George made his Will, their only surviving son in England. His younger brother, Harry Albert, had married in 1899 but there is no further trace of him and it is possible that he and his wife may have emigrated and founded a yet undiscovered branch of the family.

78.
George died in 1915 at the age of eighty four, John Edward in 1910 aged eighty three and Arthur in 1957 aged eighty nine, but in spite of the longevity of these members of the family, George's known children died in childhood, as did John Edward's eldest son, and no male decendants of John and Esther are known.


This concludes the total known decent from William, born 1747, son of the first George.

79.
On 3rd January 1828 at St Paul's Church a G Hatfull signed the minutes of a Vestry at which the election of a new Beadle, a parish official, was discussed. This was probably the same G Hatfull who in 1830 was elected to the Committee of the Deptford Benevolent Institution. He is also likely to have been the George Hatfull of Upper Street, Deptford, who is shown in the West Kent Poll Book for 1837 (in the days before the secret ballot was introduced in 1872) to have had political views which differed from those of the brothers William and Robert, the surgeon. George Hatfull is also described in the London Directories for 1845 and 1848 as a Confectioner of New Cross Road but at present it is not possible to say whether all these particulars apply to the same person. He could have been born in 1791, the son of George and Fanny, or in 1796, the son of William and Mary and brother of William, Robert and John. Perhaps the latter is the more likely, but in neither possibility are any descendants known.

80.
Finally, a branch of the family which must, for the present, begin in this century, for the antecedants of William Charles Hatfull who died aged forty seven in 1905 in the District of Greenwich, have not yet been discovered. He worked as an engineer at the biscuit factory of Peek Frean, which still continues in London. He was married and lived in Mare Street, Hackney, where the births of two sons were registered, a third son being born after the family had moved to Greenwich.

81.
William Charles' son, Edward John, born in 1889, had been his father's apprentice at Peek Frean but when his mother, after the early death of her husband, re-married, he left home and worked his way to Wales. In 1917 and now a collier, he married, at the Register Office in the District of Pontypridd, Hilda Venables the daughter of Herbert Venables a mason's labourer. Edward John and Hilda had nine children, establishing a branch of the Hatfull family which continues in Wales.

82.
Edward John's brother William Edward, born in 1892, stayed in London. He was described as a number taker on the railway when, at the age of nineteen, he married Florence Amelia Webb the daughter of John Webb, a gun fitter. They had a family, but the marriage was not a success and later he re-married. The children and grandchildren of their younger son now live in the Home Counties. One of Edward John's daughters in Wales has kindly provided photographs of Edward John, Hilda, William Edward and Florence Amelia.

83.
The third brother, Albert Arthur born in Greenwich in 1894, who had served in the Royal Navy during the First World War, owned a cafe in Deptford. He married but was divorced in 1947. There were no children and he did not re-marry, and when he died in 1950 Letters of Administration of his estate were granted to his brother, William Edward, then described as a coal office clerk.

84.
Although it has just been demonstrated that the research is, regrettably, incomplete this history will have shown that, wherever it has been possible to make a complete genealogical record, the Hatfulls of today can be traced directly to the first George through his son James who was baptised on 20th April 1736 - which is where the story began.

85.
TEXT OF CONTRACT
of 5th September 1745 in the original spelling

At a Publick Vestry held in the Parish Church of Saint Nicholas Deptford the 5th Day of september 1745 Pursuant to Publick Notice given in the said Church on Sunday last to consult about having a New pair of Gates at the South West corner of this Church Yard & repairing the Footway from the said Gates to the Church Door.

At this Vestry it is unanimously agreed & ordered that a new pair of Iron Gates be made and Fixed at the South West corner of this Church Yard and that the same be made by George Hatfull of this Parish Smith and of the Dimentions following viz. The Framing Barrs to be an inch and Quarter and the upright Barrs to be Seven Eights of an inch, each Barr to be at least three inches asunder with the Scrole work as in his Plan now produced, and Bolts, at and for the Price of Four Pence per Pound the Scrole Work and all to be weighed in, and that when Done the present Churchwardens, if no objection or fault in the Work, Do immediately pay for the same out of the moneys they shall collect on their present Church Rate and the said Churchwardens imploy such Bricklayer Stone Mason & Painter for doing such other works as shall be necessary in their respective business's & Painting the sd Gates as they shall think proper and pay for the same when done and also to be at Liberty to Employ such Person or Persons as they shall approve off to Repair and amend the Foot Way from the said Church Gates to the South Door of the Church and Pay for the same when done out of such of the Parishes money as shall be then in their hands, and that the charge of all the above mentioned works so to be by them paid for as aforesaid be charged & allowed them in their accounts to this Parish relating to their said office. Witness our hands the sd fifth Day of September 1745.

I the above named George Hatfull



Edwd Raggett

do hereby undertake consent and



Thos Walker

agree to make and do the above



John Ashford
mentioned works by me to be done 



Jno Carroway

as in the above order, according



Richd Gladman

to the purport thereof, and for




Benj Heeley

the said sum of 4d ye Pound the



Wm Reynolds

scrole work and all to be weighed



James Pike

in as above mentioned, Witness my



Geo Hockelshew

hand the sd 5th September 1745.



Wm Snook










Thos Bottom




Geo Hatfull




Wm Turland










Thomas Hendall










ChrisrJones

George was paid £23 2 6 on 22nd October 1745 for the south-western gates, and £22 10 0 on 15th May 1746 for those on the north side. Mrs Esther Wood was paid for lead work for the gates. she also did work for the Workhouse and had probably taken over her deceased husband's business.

86.

TEXT OF PRINTED NOTICE
of January 1803

The Deptford Benevolent Institution for Educating Youth, Established 22.4.1802

To the Respectable Inhabitants of Deptford.

Fearing that the establishment of this Institution may not have reached your knowledge, or at least if it has, not in an official manner; which omission we cannot but seriously lament, we beg permission to acquaint you that it was instituted in April last for the express purpose of rendering aid and assistance in some measure to those inhabitants of Deptford who have large families, who through the confinement of their circumstances are unable to perform the great and necessary duty of giving to their offspring any of those parts of human LEARNING which is the foundation of every religious and moral virtue and from which not only most of the advantages of life are derived but also what is so much more essentially necessary to their future happiness: for without it how striking are the numerous evil consequences daily exhibited before our eyes, so painful to the feelings of every thinking mind, to obviate which is the sole intention of this Institution, as much as possible, by taking boys under their protection from 8 to 14 years of age, belonging to parents of credibility and good character who may be recommended by any of the subscribers as far as the finances will possibly admit.

We beg leave to acquaint you that 15 boys are now educating, and the parents of 19 other worthy and well recommended candidates are now  anxiously waiting in the hopes of enjoying the same benefit, but sorry are we to add that our finances at present are inadequate and that only 3 out of the 19 can be admitted.

_________________________________


The annual subscription was 10s 6d, or 5 guineas for life.


A list of the committee and subscribers followed. Lady subscribers and gentlemen subscribers 'non-resident in Deptford' were allowed tp vote by proxy.


The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 11th instant at half past six o'clock precisely at the Shipwrights Arms, Deptford Green, for the election of the three additional boys and to receive subscriptions.

87.

July 1995
Since this book was first circulated in 1983 members of the family who kindly replied to my original enquiries have sent further information. I have also been given new contributions by




Mrs Vera Howland


Canada




Mr Edgar Hatfull


U S A




Mr Peter Hatfull


Malawi




Mr Harry Hatfull


Australia




Miss Marion Hatfull

     "




Mrs Julie White


New Zealand




Mr and Mrs Alec Hatfull

        "




Mr and Mrs Arthur Hatfull
        "




Mrs Sheila Gooch


Great Britain




Mr Alan Hatfull


        "




Mr Brian Hatfull


        "




Mrs Pauline Coles


        "




Miss Barbara Cow

                 "




Miss Hope Hearson

        "




Mr William C E Hatfull

        "




Mr Albert Hatfield


        "

Apologies to anyone I may have omitted, and thanks to all. Research, particularly into the early years, continues and will, I hope, be written up before too long.

[ this 'electronic' version copy-typed as faithfully as possible to the original by Jon Hatfull, February 2005 - paragraph numbers have been added to link with the family tree website and aid navigation and referencing]

